MUSICAL COMMENT,

I YOUI'NG ITALIANS—LEONCAVALLO-— '

WHLAY i THINKS OF WAGNIER
8TORIES ADROUT VERDI--80iM
THING ABOUT MUSIC IN |

KNGLISH UNIVERSITIES

il i hand with the exploitation of con-
durtiyz the lust year it B pee there
exploitation of the young composers of

ltalian sehool—Maseagnt, Leoncavalle and

Puech Ohviously the purp In view In pa-

ling the composers, ketting them to conduet
the first performances of their works here, there
and evervwhers, was to make them a fad. Tt

wan not o healthy slgnoof the times; and with atl
the Hillata made In Vienna, Berlin and other
places, tl canlt, vie faney, was harne rather
than bonetit, to thelr reputations, Mascagnl
and Leoncivallo profited in pocket, douhtiess,
but It Is more than lkely that the reaetion |
which scoms to have set in will be like that

which follows all overstimulation In nature. It
is & significant fact in connection with the |
operas of Young Italy that they have so quickly
destroyed the appetite which craved them so
feverishly at the gutset of the spasmodie moyve- |
nent, and they have effected no change in the
popular ta=te. A great many composers looked
upon the tumultuous one-acters of Mascagnl and
Leoncavallo as exemplifications of a trick which
could easily be eopled. Copy them they did, and
with eons derable succeas, too, and perhaps It
was this circumstance as much as any other
that gave the death-blow to the movement
Musical spasms are neither enjoyable nor en-
luralile for a long space, and 1t did not require
much thinking or much feellng to discover that
the novalty In “Cavalleria Rusticana” and *1
Paglinect” waa not in style or matter but only
In dramatic subject. There was a sort of in-
toxication in the hot-blooded rapldity of move-
metit, and when the fascination of this wore off
the new things ceased to charm. The critical
historlans of the future will not faifl to make
correct and significant deductions from the fuct
that the young Itallans never duplicated thelr
first successes, notwithstanding that it was he
opinlon of those who passed Judgment upon
thelr works that they Umproved In the artistic
quallty of thelr compositions with practice.
There could Le no better proof of the superficl-
allty of their work.

The attitude of Verd! toward the young
Itallan school of eomj iers has Invited specula-
tlon. Nothing s plalner than that the puplls f
Ponehlelll have borrowed more from the Nestor
of Itallnn composers than from thelr master
Thia ®orm of fNattery, however, does not se-m
to hove affected Verd!, and he has not vouch-
safed his benedictlon to a single one of the
young men. ‘This does not necessarlly argue
antagonism, howeyver, fur Verdl has ns great and
Invincible a to proncuncing on
the marit of the rampositions of other musiclans

anee

as Frahms hatl. Before Mr Van der Stucken
curbe to New-York he travelled aboit in Ger-
many und gave n number of concerts of his own

musle, warm!sy vncouraged by Liszt and Gries I
He alzo visited Verd) with hls portfolie -:nr!»r[
hig arm, and tried th gor the grizzlod mmsteo |
tospeak o word f eriticlsm. Verd reie ved hlm|
vith, zreat 1y eross-gquestioned
alviut mus=ie in Germany, but gave him never an

Affabl

him

apportunity o produce his preclous manuscripts,
uthohg whick, by the way, there was s me
thits to Helno's “Rateliff * which subject has
sorved Masoag for a&n opern I your mius
1 good, you know 10" eald he gonitly but fiemly,
“and my opinfon will 1ot It one wayv or
the oiher®
Wh Leoncavallo w n Vienna e oweclos
#go to pegotiate fur the production of his
‘Boheme™ at the Court Opern, he was asked
bitgr Vordi's roelations with the representatlves
Youne Italy, His answer was entertatning:
O, yes, Verd] sees but—a little weakness
1o tii Manl o reoagniie u Hough we are
W wonie him for n f pita Not long
120 M i pelanired e1f oy . s Of the
Hlotel Nilan, It Milan, with ¢ t . titro
duce hitnseir ¢ e wior i i, He ad
dressd m thmidly M L] M wenl. my
“Hate i to b tvon for the firat time to-day,
I should be hapgs \ ¢ you were to attend

the perforrminee.’ And Verdl had only the un-

griacloys [+l % N | " i hat, 1 414
somnebody woulil sk me for my opinton teomor
row, and | I not know whnat t Ly N
arthieless | it lind s perfor mane thi
bacKarour A s r i I § nd
the «luid b Ty ! ik
word oo | fr I8t 1. mine n-
b A Faor opening of oz wl tion
In Milan I had compontd n eyphiony biop i
and hestra In thiee pns y fuesty t i
th We were in the mid=t of o it Wil
severnl hundnd sineers and  nstramer i
when It was refiorted that Vird! ind asked
permlslon to attend If Verdl wanta t "

open nll doors s i v, Wi in=

rar. We offered him o =hg t}

biee el (RIS} L]

Sl reling bk TRy I i i "
anthj anlonN s = eiterr g | 1
WOAL 30THE Drosne e the 1 1 Kinh 0
grily  “What I8 it yuu are (o ! )
g0 Duoo as tht v dead t i |
by e already T Well, the y —"
wr e and my miusielies wa 2N {211
the o)) man to come out from i ur,
o ord r to glve him an ovation. 1« ou fown |
the wisle close to the orchiestira, and or -
fr ude who s acgualnted with hlm sald AL
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tentlon! Now he'!l say something pretty to you!'
Indeed, Verdi boekorod my friend to approach;
the latter hurried to him. In a tone of volee
which was none too low Verdl asked: *Which

| d14 you eny ts Leonecavallo™ ‘IHe with the light

‘Indecd? sald

overcaat noxt to the eonductor?
from head

verdl, He carod ot me penetratingly
to foot and stallied ont”

Leoneayval! [ y® hig anecdots soncerning
Verd! and Vietor Hn Verdl tnhiored long bee-
fore he perstndod the peoct " exid] that
the tragic bean Lo Bl " armgee
been tarned intoof {* offvets, tn attend o per
farmance of "Rigoletrot" T+ su ted at length
and Hugo sat In the hox with the composer and
lstensd to the opers it got a word did he
sprak. Verdf's impatl nee aot the hetter nf him,

and he asked: "Well, what say you—about the

quartet, i Instinea?

“ghow me a8 way 1o which four porsat
permitted to speak simultancous!y,” roplled the
pont, “and 1 will write something more heautiful

than your quartet."”

Hare I8 Leoncavallo’s opinlon of Richard Wag-
ner: “Wagner 18 not A man: he's a revolution.
It Is Impossible to write a phrase without think-
ing of him. And yet ws must not overdo the

the excellonea of thelr chapel cholrs. They are
Kines, Trinty and St John’s. King's College
supremacy hy offering choral

hove' gehools It thus at-
ind "nl;-.' al tulent, Success-
tul candldates have frec board and education,

thelr own master and tutors and are fitted to
The Cambridge Musleal

maintalns Its
scholurships to the

tracts good volecs

enter the Unlversity
Sl which was founded in 1543, hasa mixed
cholr, obtatned by adwitting townspeople and

grudents of Nawnham and Girton as
I' glves two grand © neerts
with orchestra and the nther

the wamen
assoclate membery
weh May term, 0o

0 Ny choral.  Each college also main! ins a

the s neotiraecment of mush Ciin-
il s tind a professor of musle ever since
list Thete i ko special endowment for the

chilr, but the professor is assigned a stipend of
NN per annui For this he must glve ot 'ess
than four public [cetures, which are illustrated
+ the east of the University, and must examine
For extra

i
all canididates for musi:al degrees
lectures b may charge fees.

At Oxford there are dally choral sorvices of
1ish excellence at Christ Chureh, Muglalen and
New College. There are three public lectures
anid lec.ure courses n the history of musle,

Braalbio LEONCAVALLO
yltniinn Opera Camprme
itter " 11t fo for eversthing | 1] yraeld enl OUrses on
Fisr insta AT wanted i modern gentle- | the pdan ot nep' g ello, There 18
man Lo musle, one wheelity alopg the streel on | an Oafrd Mu il i i aurages con-
a bleyele, 1t would not 4o for e to take the i { ! vk 1 University Mu-
assiend musie of the “Fide of the Vilkyrlon® for il Doaon, wi bers, wll of them sto-
the purpose.’” et play chamder twus=ie.  There can be no
| sptgesthon that to the kind of cultivation given to
it Ia greatly to be hoped that the subject f| miuste at the untversitics (n Great Britain s due
music In the universitios eh owas discussed e cooldit for (ke fact that HBritish musiclans
at the reesnt annual cons it the Mu | t modt widely cultured min of thair pro-
Teachers' Natlonal A=socintion, will recelve it In the world
stderation ni the hand. of the Jeenits
fessors and studonts of the universitl tt - -
selves, and o eft Lo newWspRper writer |
musicinns uneonnected with our great od IMERICAN BANKS NEEDED IN CHILI
tonal institutions  Whether or not musl ani|
rom The satikee Eve Msciinsit
e Introdu el the curclewiam and made to ! m The: Milwatik Evening Wisconsin,
pe R vithl factor M popular eoltare i a tnost ndon that the Chillan
1 T ' ¢ Gaf 4 the collip=e of the
liportant qu L It cannot t I antiggo (the rth i it bank
fenth by upants of the musieil Mt hae recently gone into Hguidation in the
even (f they are disposed to remodn content with repubilicd, bas Ived 1o acce witer of an
The Lir vl Stit £ uff vibol woe e A i tidiei Lo #H A Joint
o - K Mniday srpment uarantee m
lesyas th i [ 1 - { gl [} t
v h § i it undertiken to depostt
whirh his 1t Ivetd B noas yet s that gt eIt L lur ount In th
pregenited th 1 noof musie in th Band vl s 4 warran A talth. It
inlyersit Thetr Wb o Lreat mour et WY thut Stalos Ninciers
; " t ny ! sOfe Tistlon
miinded gt & on I valdue of Lin 'k ' ol thigt i8¢ Wit to
peref il ! it rre plieylng wnd ' winld Jair et hola,
fhie Rhieir r st of o hand e ) {4 he frdlniee
loww et ve 11 e v \
of the pract i L biring *
the no f the pi f
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THE ABJECT TERROR OF GERMAN ACT.
ORS AT THOUGHT OF AMERICA
Heinrich Conrled, who goes to Germany and
Austria every summer to get actors and singery
for the Irving Place Theatre, was talking the
other day about those whom he had secured fop

the coming season. He was -";.--alclnu in u calm
and even a complacent way, when suddenly hig
hraow darkened ag If he hind caught an actor whe
Jid not know his part at the last rehearsal
vou woulda't belleve,” he sald, “that any half.
«ay intelligent people could be so ignorant ag
(i =e (German actors are about Amerlca. Why,
| the think that In America you have to go
onnd with one hand on your pockethook and
the other on your watch, And as for getting
| hers! ‘Risking thelr lives' they call It They
gel three or four times as much pay as they de
at home, but it 18 with the greatest difficuity
that they can make up thelr minds to 'risk thefy
lives* Every one of them makes his last i)
and testament before he starts, and then they
say goodby to everybody anl make up thelp
minds that this 1s the end of everything.

1 found a good musical director in Austrig
| leading the orchestra and composing musle
which became the property of the theatre on g
salary of 150 marks a month. 1 saild to him:
"How do you llve on that? Your meals must
cost you as much as three marks a day, lon"t
they >

" 'Yes,' he sald, 'they do.’

" “Phat makes ) marks & month' 1 sald:
‘that leaves you only 60 marks a month for »r
rent and clothes, and everything else.
suppose you come to America and get 228 &

weelk. You can get a room and board [ - §10
a week, and that leaves you $15 a week ore
than your whle salary here, for other pur; iegt

“He scratehed hls head and thought. T at g

all very well for my food and clothes,’ he ‘ald,
but what am I to got for risking my lfe” Apd
he wouldn't come on those terms. They | now
nothing about living In the comfort that ; -opla
of the same sort do here, but after you hav: told
them all about that and have offered them lres
times the pay that they are getting, they 'nink
they ought to have a great deal more ‘or lak.
Ing their llves.

“When I told tnem that I had cros:  tha
ocean seventy times, tney sald: 'Oh, 1nar i«
all very well for you. After you have -lked

your life once, it dossn t matter to you, hu' 't ls
different with us.™
“There was my new prima donna, Mm~ Ka.

paczl. 1 had many 'alks with her and h-- hus
hand before I could persuade her to sign u con
tract. Finally, T Induced her, and | slgn~d th
contract myself and was waltlng for her to
glgn, when all nt once there was a territic row
fn the next room, screaming and weeping and
groaning. ‘What {8 the matter? [ crlc’ 1
there anything the matter with madame™
“Hut it was only an hysterical fit, brougn: on
by the thought that It was settled ani che

must come to Amerlea, "Very well’ T sall to
her husbard, ‘don't have her sign; I don't want
her to =ign when sha Is In such a condition
wWait a while; talk It all over with her und let
her szt when she feels better abour |t

*In the end she did sign, and the next morn.
Ine came a message from her husband. "Aftep
a sleepless night and a long talk with my wifs,

we have decided that we cannot come to Amers

fva. The risk is too terrible’
“Then I replled that [ had giver
f time to consider, and they hal

em plenty
welghed 1he

whole matter thoroughly before she slgned the
contract, and that now that she had {
could not allow her to reconslder. [ must |
her to her contract. Then they tried t

out that the contract was not legal, becyuse it
was made out on a common of writing
paper, instead of the rezular blank, and so o
But about that time Mma, Sorma, who was hers
with me last scason, came to town, and e
called on Mme. Kopaczi and told her all b st
America and the journey, and then she oot
some Americans and some more dermuans wi

plece

had been here and knew the Irving Pla. The
tre, and they all told her how lovely A%, @
| at last she decided 10 come, and sign- ! a forr

vaontract and felt betrer about it

HOSPITAL LIFE
From The London Gruphu

IN MATABELELAND,

An Eneslish Nursing Sister wiites [t "
|!--- land: “"Hospital Lfe vl 5 I $
than i a Londen Hospital  Op neshit d 0
the wards we can hear ths ]
| Lger-cats and Jrckals prowl round td -
making us feel thankful that mos e
. JET e and sure "
The nigh . pve good s i
! of our patients Is suffering from e r
with a lwn., With sporting iut . 4
et 4 gun trap for a llon, but wihe it
only wounded instend of kKilling it .
ing he followed in its track, car ]
tired, but again only d ot .
which spraug terocioysly ] .
other shot, but the gun missed fdes an it n
wus on him. Fortunat 5 1 L]
inddedd, 20 0t was not =u e ]
got its teeth fnto the left th £ our g .
whose hands, in'trying to bed t off, wor ¥
s Luckily the Hon s nily
] i A friend with our patient i -
and shot the creata T u

pootinead BIFORE Ar

nmotiik,  wh fe
Wiya Ty in “ "

winds, and telegraphed fo e
thirty. milles o who by a
i il votid LCTHE O § e
he Hons 1 -
shln was ont "
[T R | i .
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